
 

World Soil Day (WSD) is held annually on 5
th
December to create awareness on the importance of healthy 

soil and advocate sustainable management of soil resources. The day was officially adopted at the 68
th
 

UN General Assembly held in December 2013 following the request and endorsement from the FAO 

conference convened in June 2013. In fact, the initial recommendation for the formal establishment of 

WSD as a global awareness raising platform came from the International Union of Soil Sciences (IUSS) 

in 2002. Therefore, starting 5
th
 December 2014, the day has been celebrated every year by countries 

across the globe to mark the importance of soil as a critical component of the natural system and as a vital 

contributor to human well-being. Further, to recognize the importance of the work of His Majesty King 
Bhumibol Adulyadej of Thailand in the field of soil resources development, in particular agriculture 
development, the 5th December was particularly chosen as WSD in recognition of His Majesty’s 
tremendous efforts and dedication in sustainable soil management. 

This year the world is observing the WSD2020 with the theme "Keep soil alive, Protect soil biodiversity". 

The day aims to raise awareness of the importance of maintaining healthy ecosystems and human well-

being by addressing the growing challenges in soil management, fighting soil biodiversity loss, increasing 

soil awareness and encouraging governments, organizations, communities and individuals around the 

world to commit and work proactively towards improving soil health. It urges us to focus our attention on 

the workers below ground - from tiny bacteria to agile millipedes and slimy earthworms - all of which 

contribute to processes that are indispensable to life on Earth. 

Soil biodiversity plays a vital role in the soil ecosystem as soil organisms are primary agents for nutrient 

cycling, regulating the dynamics of soil organic matter, soil carbon sequestration and allowing soils to 

function properly. These services are essential to the functioning of natural ecosystems and constitute an 

important resource for the sustainable management of agricultural systems. 
 

Soil is home to more than a quarter of our planet's biodiversity, yet we only know 1% of this 

universe. There are more living creatures in a single teaspoon of healthy soil than there are people on 

Earth. For Bhutan, however, the information on soil biodiversity is limited. This is mainly due to the lack 

of technical expertise and resources at the National Soil Services Centre (NSSC), which is mandated to 

study, document and promote the conservation of soil biodiversity. Today, soil biodiversity is under threat 

both globally and locally. Factors such as unsustainable soil management practices (especially over and 

imbalance use of chemical inputs), land use change, climate change, soil pollution, soil compaction, and 

erosion affect life belowground. Other drawback could be our attention and focus which mainly goes to 

those species that we can see, while ignoring those under our feet. 

 

Recognizing the importance of soil biodiversity in ensuring soil health and future food and nutrition 

security, all the relevant stakeholders need to play their role in preventing and minimizing soil 

biodiversity loss. Farmers and other land users can adopt sustainable soil management practices for 

healthy soils which are directly linked to healthy crops. Government need to recognize the importance of 

soil as the foundation of agriculture and make investment in it, particularly in working towards soil 

degradation neutrality by 2030. The NSSC, under the Department of Agriculture, need to scale up 
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Today is the WORLD SOIL DAY, the most important day of all the days that we observe and 

celebrate, be it national or international, as SOIL is the foundation of Life on Earth. So, let’s take a 

moment and acknowledge the services provided by SOIL and SOIL BIODIVERSITY. 

 



sustainable soil management best practices and undertake initiatives to establish better understanding and 

information about the status of soil biodiversity in Bhutanese soil ecosystem. 

 

Finally, as we observe the day, let us appreciate the humble SOIL, as the basis for life on earth and for 

numerous benefits that we derive from the soil biodiversity. Besides helping us with our crop production, 

almost all of the antibiotics that we take to help us fight against infections are made using soil micro-

organisms. Soils are vast, vital pharmacies!!!  HAPPY WORLD SOIL DAY to all! 
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